Dear Parent(s), Guardian(s), Caretaker(s),
Your child is currently enrolled in a health education course at Taft High School.  The intention is to show some of the following videotapes during the course in addition to educational videos or videos that are rated G or PG.  Students may have an opportunity to complete worksheets while viewing the movies.  Alternative work will be provided for students who do not obtain permission to view the film(s).  All films and worksheets directly relate to the Health Education Standards and are extremely relevant to course work.  
This letter is being sent to you in compliance with the District policy requiring parents/guardians to approve the intended use of videotapes or films that are not owned, broadcast, or recommended by the District prior to their scheduled showing.  As part of that policy, we ask that you complete the form below, authorizing or exempting your child from the videotape showing.  Please return your completed form to your child’s teacher.  Should you have any questions regarding the videotapes, please contact the instructor.
__________________________________

Mr. Daniel Steiner
Taft High School, Principal 

“Basketball Diaries” (R due to language, violence, sexual content - mild nudity, and graphic drug scenes).  This is a drama about a rising New York high school basketball player who finds solace, from daily pressures in all the wrong places.  The movie, which accurately depicts the consequences of drug use, is shown as an important part of the drug education unit.  Students will complete an extra credit worksheet while viewing the film.  The worksheet will review drug vocabulary and ask students to draw personal conclusions from the film.

"Renaissance Man" (PG-13) "After getting canned from his advertising job, down-and-out divorcé Bill Rago (Danny DeVito) gets a gig teaching English at a nearby army base. There, he takes on a group of underachieving students from poor backgrounds who seem apathetic about their education. Bill becomes frustrated, but finally turns the class around when he begins discussing 'Hamlet.'" 
"Pay It Forward" (PG-13)  "The story of a social studies teacher who gives an assignment to his junior high school class to think of an idea to change the world for the better, then put it into action. When one young student creates a plan for "paying forward" favors, he not only affects the life of his struggling single mother, but he sets in motion an unprecedented wave of human kindness which, unbeknownst to him, has blossomed into a profound national phenomenon."
"As Good As It Gets" (PG-13) "Melvin Udall (Jack Nicholson) is an obsessive-compulsive writer of romantic fiction who's rude to everyone he meets, including his gay neighbor Simon (Greg Kinnear), but when he has to look after Simon's dog, he begins to soften and, if still not completely over his problems, finds he can conduct a relationship with the only waitress (Helen Hunt) at the local diner who'll serve him."
Please cut on the line and return the slip (only the slip)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of student:  _______________________________________

Period ______

I give permission for my child to view the following movies:

Basketball Diaries

 


__________ YES
_________ NO

Renaissance  Man




__________ YES
_________ NO

Pay It Forward





__________ YES
_________ NO
As Good As It Gets




__________ YES
_________ NO
___________

___________________________________________________

Date


Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Signature 



